
(…except for the talking cow part.) 

Consider the events of this cartoon from a scientific perspective.

a chicken hawk 
just kilLed another 

one of our 
chickens! This must 

not stand!

Let’s shoOt 
alL the hawks, 
and take down 

their nests.

That’lL 
work.

that 
didn’t 
work...

Don’t count 
your chickens 
before they’re 

hatched.

Now Do you
understand what 
“Don’t count your 
chickens before 
they’re hatched” 

means?

what does
that expresSion 
mean, anyway?

Huh?

yeah!

save 
us!

cluck!

Later... This is horRible! 
We’re overRun 
with rodents, 
and They’re 

eating alL our 
grain!

I’m aFraid so: 
don’t be toO 
sure a plan is 
going to work 
out the way you 

planNed it.

gidDy up!

Eat up, gang! 
LoOks like we’ve 
got clear skies.

I said, Don’t 
count your 

chickens before 
they’re hatched.

Get lost, you 
chicken-thieving 

sky pirates!!!

go get 
‘em!

are you 
loOkin’ at 

me?

that’lL 
work.

Barnyard Backfire
a tale of unintended consequences

help
!

cluck!

murder!
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